
 
 

Tower Project Commences at Saint Mary Cathedral 
 

In the fall of 2011, the Very Rev. Albert Laforet, Jr., had smaller scaffolding erected along the northeast 
corner of the large bell tower to prevent injuries caused by falling shards of limestone from the large bell 
tower—an occurrence that had been happening more often and 
was becoming more problematic.  This scaffolding was initially 
installed until the Cathedral Facilities Committee could 
determine the extent of the repair project and the appropriate 
course of action for addressing the limestone that was chipping 
away after years of exposure to the elements. On Thursday, May 
17, 2012 the Cathedral removed the smaller scaffolding and 
began the erection of 13 stories of scaffolding around the large 
bell tower, located on the northeast side of our historic 
Cathedral.   
 
After initial months of trying to understand what was occurring 
with our beautiful limestone Cathedral, it was determined that 
most of the concern was with limestone used during the 1906 
project which included the completion of the towers and front 
façade.  Luckily, thanks be to God, none of the concerns were 
found to be structural in nature—everything seemed to point to 
the quality of limestone used in the 1906 additions to the 
Cathedral after years of exposure and weathering.   
 
The Facilities Committee worked to minimize expenses to the Cathedral while trying to understand the 
full scope of the work which lay before us.  To that end, Fr. Albert commissioned high resolution 

photographs be taken from four different points, roofs of 
buildings and the thirteenth floor of the Capitol Towers Garage, 
to obtain the best possible views of the towers.  Fr. Albert 
enlisted the assistance of an architect, and parishioner of the 
Cathedral, to review the photographs and indicate areas of 
concern.  This greatly assisted the Cathedral in understanding the 
extent of work needed on the towers and helped obtain the best 
estimates of the project costs.   

 
Fr. Albert and the Facilities Committee hired Miscoe 
Construction as the general contractor.  The entire project will be 
broken into three phases.  The first phase includes the repair to 
the tower windows, asbestos abatement, testing the integrity of 
each stone in the large bell tower, and the pinpointing of 
architectural elements.  The second phase of the project 
addresses the front façade and gable of the Cathedral.  While the 
third, and final phase, addresses the smaller bell tower on the 
northwest side of the Cathedral. 

13 stories of scaffolding being installed on May 17. 

Tower pinnacles with architectural notes 
pointing to areas that need to be addressed 
or investigated. 



 
 

Having obtained permission from the Diocese of Austin 
and the Historical Commission, the Cathedral is now 
ready to move forward in preserving a piece of history 
for the city of Austin, the state of Texas, and our 
Roman Catholic heritage.  The entire project is 
estimated to take seven to eight months to complete.  
At this time, the projected cost is $550k. 
 
Please watch for additional information concerning our 
Tower Project in our parish bulletin over the next 
couple of weeks and months.  We ask for your prayers 
for the workers who will be scaling up and down the 13 
stories of scaffolding.  Pray for the success of this 
project and pray for our fundraising effort to cover the 
costs associated with preserving our beautiful Cathedral 
building. 
 
Specific questions about the upcoming project may be 
e-mailed to office@smcaustin.org. 
 

 

Work Zone Areas 
Monday-Friday 

 No access to the Marian Courtyard.  

 Front entrance to the Cathedral will remain open during the week for daily Mass and 
Reconciliation. 

 Handicapped parking available during weekday Mass in the Loading Zone in front of Bishops’ 
Hall. 

 Individuals needing assistance accessing the Cathedral due to mobility concerns are asked to  
contact the Cathedral Office at 476-6182 for assistance in and out of the Cathedral. 

 Visitors may use restrooms in Bishops’ Hall. 
 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
 Minimal access to the Marian Courtyard. 

 All entrances will be open for weekend services. 

 Handicapped parking available is available in a limited number of parking slots in the alley. 

 Restrooms on west side of Rectory Building will be available. 
 
 

 

Shards of limestone and three pound stone (6x4x3) 
that have fallen off the exterior of the Cathedral. 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 



 
 

 


